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Once Seen é Never Forgotten. 
Rod Wheelans MPAGB MFIAP FIPF HonPAGB HonSPF 

 

It is scary for me to think that I have had the privilege of chairing the PAGB Awards for 
Photographic Merit 50 times, over more than two decades.  I have seen many wonderful 
photographs at all three levels but there are some that stick in your mind forever.  Once seen, 
never forgotten! 
 

I have collected a few of these here into this ñe-news exhibitionò.  There are more that I would 
like to have added but I donôt have the files ï especially from the early days before PDI.  There 
are many others that I remember, and I apologise if I havenôt included your favourite.  Some of 
these pictures will be familiar to you, some may not. 
 
 

ñAdorationò  
by 

Jane Lines 
 

ñAn early  
composite 

and 
beautifully 

done.ò 
 

ñLeda and  
The Swanò 

 by 
Christine    

Widdall 
 

ñPictures 
which break 

the water are 
more common 
now but I still 
love this one.ò 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ñChambers 
Victoryò 

by 
Harish  

Chavdah 

 
ñHarish is a 

superb sports 
photographer 
and this is a 

great moment  
capturedò 
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As a darkroom worker from the last Century, I am drawn to black & white prints, which I secretly think 
of as the only ñrealò photographs.  (I guess my secret is out now). 
 

I donôt think anyone cannot be touched in some way by these four monochrome pictures, which capture 
a memory so expertly and, ironically perhaps, add so much colour to their stories. 

 
  1                                                                          2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  3                                                                                                                                  4 
 

1.  ñShapes and Tonesò is by Alan Millward, sadly not amongst us anymore, and was taken on a trip to Cuba.  I think he and Bob Moore 
must have been amongst the first to visit there, returning with pictures of the people, and the cars.  The juxtaposition of the dog and car, 
the wide-angle accentuated view, the delicately handled tones and the ñdecisive moment tell us so much about the place. 
 

2.  ñFast Food, Skyeò by Colin Westgate.  Skye is a beautiful place, but the Island Folk do seem to abandon things, not always so 
picturesquely. Who hasnôt seen abandoned car wrecks serving as chicken coops or kennels?  This a precisely observed composition 
and even the ugly power furniture serves its purpose.   
 

3.    ñDevilôs Brewò by Colin Trow-Poole.  It is important, I think, to have an awareness of the ñrulesò of composition but, often, the best 
shots fly in the face of convention.  As judges, we could find a lot of things to criticise in this image, but it just works.  The facial expression, 
the proffered can, the harsh treatment and even the title all contribute to a shot that no-one can ignore. 
 

4.  ñFolded Nudeò by Roy Elwood.  I doubt that there is anyone better at this kind of abstract nude than Roy.  He doesnôt have a studio 
and I have seen how this set up was improvised with just a piece of black cloth and a model, arranged under a window in his lounge.  
Anne and I are fortunate to have a copy of this on our office wall. 

 
 
Lots of you will know that I am not particularly move by images of  
Nature but sometimes there are pictures you donôt forget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For me, ñGrumpy Sparrowhawkò by Gordon Rae transcends the 
most technically perfect, factual, photographs of birds, and other  
creatures.  
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Two traditional landscapes, ñIsolationò by Arnold Hubbard and ñChanging Lightò by Robert Fulton, both of which 
may have originated on film - I am sure that Arnoldôs was.  Both very simply stated and elegantly processed, 
allowing the scene to talk for itself.  Arnold Hubbard was a teacher and took joy from passing on his photographic 
skills and enthusiasm. 

 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I donôt know what ñRedemptionò by Terry Donnelly means, but it is a striking image which I am still enjoying, and 
remembering, many years after it first appeared. 
 

Then, ñMeowò by Russel Lindsay and ñShall We Danceò by Jane Lazenby both capture a perfect moment.  Meow 
may have been set up, but I think it is more likely to be a result of the serendipity which can occur if you have 
patience and a keen eye. 
 

Shall We Dance is not, as some may have though, a composite.  Both horse and dancer are performing for the 
camera.  One can only admire the skill and perseverance which must have been required. 
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Very few amateur photographers are confident photographing the male nude and I am a great admirer of Eoin 
Johnstonôs work in this genre.  This is ñCurved Aroundò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñLittle Boyò by Ian Hammond has a pleasing colour palate, an emptiness and a gentle story to tell.  Another 
picture to trigger your imagination and to hang around in your memory. 


